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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — BARNETT GOVERNMENT 
Matter of Public Interest 

The SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed 
time of a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.58 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the Barnett government for lying to the people of Western Australia about 
their public transport plans, in particular the Metro Area Express light rail project. 

This is a very serious allegation. The allegation is that this government lied to get elected. The allegation is true: 
this government lied to get elected. It was a deliberate lie on the part of the government—a deliberate lie in 
respect of one of the most important issues in the 2013 state election campaign, and indeed one of the most 
important issues confronting the greater metropolitan area, particularly the people who live in the northern 
suburbs of Perth and Victoria Park, and those who want to commute to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and the 
University of Western Australia. That concerns the Metro Area Express light rail project. Here are 
exhibits A and B. One is the front page of The Sunday Times in September 2012—five months before the state 
election. Here it is—“Light Fantastic”. There it is on the front page of The Sunday Times. It states — 

The 22km Metropolitan Area Express — 
MAX — 

will be running within six years … 

There is page after page of this wonderful, so-called transformational plan by this government to provide light 
rail into the northern suburbs. During the election campaign the press release and the announcements made by 
the government on MAX light rail plan were titled “MAX to transform Perth’s public transport”. I quote — 

A Liberal Government, if re-elected, will maintain its nation-leading infrastructure program by building 
the Metro Area Express (MAX), a new light rail system connecting Mirrabooka with the CBD and 
across to Nedlands and Victoria Park, with commuters able to use the new rail by 2018. 

There it is: the fundamental, absolute lie of the 2013 election campaign in black and white upon which this 
government campaigned and misled people across Western Australia, but in particular in the northern suburbs of 
Perth. My view is that the government never actually intended to do it. The government just said it would on the 
basis of winning votes; it never actually intended to build it. The government never did the work required to 
make a commitment like that, and it had been in government for four years. The government had the capacity to 
do the work. All these plans were released with light rail running along all these streets and around corners all 
through the northern suburbs, but the government never had the engineering studies, the backing, the business 
case or indeed the funding behind it, but the government went out and said these things anyway. What is more, 
the government made it worse by calling it “fully funded and fully costed”. This phrase was on many of the 
government’s documents. What does that mean? I asked the Premier this once, and he said that fully funded and 
fully costed means fully funded and fully costed. When it comes to this government, it does not mean fully 
funded and fully costed. It makes me annoyed on behalf of the people of the northern suburbs and Victoria Park 
and all the staff at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital who were sold a pup in the lead-up to that election campaign. 
I think it is also greater evidence of the absolute dysfunction and chaos — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Another cliché. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Here he is, “Grumpy Chops” himself. “Grumpy Chops” is back. 

This is evidence of the absolute chaos and dysfunction on the part of this government in transport planning, and 
the fact that it actually misleads about issues all the time. Last week and the week before we saw the debacle 
surrounding late-night trains. If there was ever an award for “chutzpah”—I think the word is—this would win. 
I now see on the website and on signs around the train station and on Twitter from the government “Free late-
night trains for our transforming city”. The government went from abolishing late-night trains because they were 
too expensive to free late-night trains for a transforming city being advertised. The free late-night trains are all 
part of the Bigger Picture program! Chutzpah on the part of a bloke who cannot carry it off. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You have emptied the press gallery already. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: “Grumpy Chops,” please. 
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Throughout all its documents, the government said light rail was transformational. That was the government’s 
commitment to the people of the northern suburbs. That was the promise. Now we have the new transport 
minister out there, as he did today, calling buses “light rail”. He is also saying that the government might have 
made that promise, but why consider this other commitment when the Treasurer has said that the light rail 
promise will be considered in 15 to 30 years—the one that was promised by 2018. This is a gross example of 
misleading people in order to win their votes. 

Let us just go through the history of this. The government promised it in 2012, making it a fundamental 
commitment upon which it advertised in the 2013 election campaign. Then in the 2013 midyear review, the 
government said it might slip a year, so it would go back to 2019. However, the government said in the midyear 
review that it would introduce legislation into Parliament in 2014 to ensure that the project was progressed and 
constructed in time for the 2019 deadline. Then in April last year, the Minister for Transport said the government 
might split the project by doing the Mirrabooka leg through the city—leaving out the city to Victoria Park and 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital section. It morphed into that. Talk about transforming! It transforms from one 
thing to another virtually on a daily basis. Then in June last year when the Premier was confronted about the 
policy commitment the government made to be fully funded and fully costed, which included this project, the 
Premier said that the slogan was not endorsed by him. He said that that was an assumption. Fully funded and 
fully costed was “an assumption”, according to the Premier. As time goes by, it moved from an ironclad promise 
of being fully funded, fully costed to an assumption. Then in July last year we find out through questions in the 
other place that the cost thus far of MAX light rail was $28 million—$3 million for lands acquisition and another 
$25 million for consultants, engineering reports and the like. The government has spent $28 million on this—for 
nothing! That is what we got out of it. That was the answer to the questions to Jim Chown. They should make 
good old Jim Chown Minister for Transport; he would do a better job than this minister. I have a lot more faith in 
Jim Chown than I do in this bloke. 

In the course of last week, and indeed today, we saw a plot hatched in which this minister conspired with the 
Premier and the Treasurer to go down the bus route, and then to have a look at buses in Las Vegas, Baltimore 
and New Zealand. The plan was hatched to look at buses over there. The minister admitted in question time that 
he went to announce the plan, but the Premier did not agree with the announcement. Then, funnily enough, we 
saw it announced anyway. I am sure an Insiders debate could take place on that. Then when asked whether it 
was a broken promise, the Minister for Transport said, “No. It’s still the MAX project. It’s just a different mode 
of transport.” 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As the member for Girrawheen said, next week the Minister for Transport will be saying 
everyone up there in the northern suburbs will be issued with Segways to get into the city. 

That has been the woeful history on this matter. I bring it to Parliament today because all those people in Perth, 
Balcatta, Morley, Mirrabooka, Mt Lawley, Victoria Park and Nedlands were misled. It was attractive. Look—
I have the pictures here. The “Light Fantastic” has some lovely pictures, which were no doubt part of the 
$28 million spent, that appeared on all correspondence and on the front page of the Sunday Times. The 
government directly misled people, and there is no excuse. As I said, the government lied to people. There we 
go—the government lied to people. There is no excuse for what the government did. The government lied to 
people. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That’s a big call. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Well—the government did! This government does not have any plans; it does not have 
any solutions. It chops and changes every day. I went through the history. It chops and changes on its transport 
planning. 

Meanwhile the people in the northern suburbs are stuck in gridlock without a comprehensive integrated plan. 
I will give the government the tip; buses currently run there. I do not know whether the minister realises that 
buses are available for the people in the northern suburbs. This government promised them something different 
and it lied to the people in the northern suburbs and around Perth. It was a disgraceful lie on the part of this 
government because members opposite campaigned on it in the course of an election campaign. It was not 
something the government announced in the course of a term and then changed its mind; it was something they 
campaigned on and it was fundamental to their re-election. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.10 pm]: What chaos and dysfunction this Minister for Transport has brought 
to public transport in Western Australia. The late Kerry Packer once said, “You get only one Alan Bond in your 
lifetime.” My fear in politics is that we may not get only one Dean Nalder. What an incredible example he has 
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shown of complete chaos and dysfunction. It is plain to see that we cannot trust the Liberals on public transport. 
They do not believe in it and they cannot do it. They do not have their heart in public transport; they never have 
and they never will. All they can do is commission glossy pictures. Since being elected in 2008 the Liberals have 
not had a plan that has lasted more than a week. Their position is a complete debacle. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister will have the opportunity to stand up and defend his position. Let us go through 
the Liberal government’s record. What have we seen since 2008? We have seen chaos and dysfunction—plans 
that have been prepared and plans that have been put in the rubbish bin. All we have seen is massive advertising 
and glossy brochures. A couple of weeks ago I saw advertisements in lifts and car parks in the city centre for the 
Metro Area Express light rail. 

Let us go through the government’s record on this issue. In 2008, the Ellenbrook line was promised, to be funded 
as part of the 2008–09 midyear review. It was an election commitment, but the government walked away from it. 
Do members know what the government then said? It said that there would be an Ellenbrook BRT—a bus rapid 
transit route to Ellenbrook. What happened to that? The government received the animation and the wrap for the 
buses but never delivered them. 

A member: Never promised it. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They never promised it! That is incredible. This government has lied about public transport 
again, and again, and again. Let us go through the government’s 2011 public transport plan. It is a well-
researched, very substantial document, which was put out as a draft for consultation. Using Perth Transport 
Authority numbers, it referred to three priority projects—MAX light rail, the Ellenbrook BRT and the extension 
of heavy rail to Yanchep. What has happened to all of them? 

An opposition member: Cancelled. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They have been cancelled. We still have not seen the final priority, because, honestly, the 
government is making it up as it goes along. Every day there is a new story. 

As we said about the MAX light rail, it was not only a priority project, as the Leader of the Opposition said, the 
government announced it in September 2012. The headline on the front page of The Sunday Times reads “The 
22km Metropolitan Area Express …”. Remember, the government gave it a name before it knew the route or 
what it would cost. It gave it a project a name, but it had no idea how much it would cost or what route it would 
take. The article in The Sunday Times states, “The … Express will be running within six years under the plans 
…” The government told the public that construction would start next year. The government is now saying that 
having done some research, its preliminary analysis is that light rail does not stack up, so why did the 
government give it a name and announce it? Of course, one day during the election campaign—I remember the 
day fondly—from where I was sitting in front of the Terry Tyzack Aquatic Centre I saw the press conference 
with Mr Buswell plus all the candidates. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Who was there, tell us? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will go through them. The member for Perth and, I think, the member for Mount Lawley 
were there, and I think even the member for Wanneroo was there. 

Mr F.M. Logan: I don’t know why. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Liberal candidate for Mirrabooka was there. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: The member for Morley. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Of course, the member for Morley was there. 

Mr I.M. Britza interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He was not there. He might have missed the announcement but it was good that he issued 
a press release the day after saying that he welcomed the proposal. His press release stated — 

“This … is fantastic news for those local residents who need to travel to the city or further south each 
day for work or study,” Ian Britza said. 

He might not have been there but he had his blue and yellow press release ready. Then, of course, there was all 
the Liberal Party information—the media statement and the DL-sized cards went into every letterbox stating that 
commuters would be catching MAX in 2018. The government said, “Don’t worry about it; it doesn’t matter what 
it costs, because do you know what, you deserve a light rail.” That is what members opposite were telling 
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everyone in the north eastern corridor and that is how they won seats there. The government had no intention of 
building a light rail, and it had done no analysis on it. The minister stood today and said, “One of the first things 
I’ll do is step back and undertake a really thorough analysis of MAX.” Is that what he said today? He was 
claiming to be so rigorous with his analysis when he said, “I’m going to really analyse MAX compared with 
other forms of transport.” I quote from April 2014 — 

NEW Transport Minister Dean Nalder has vowed to get Perth’s delayed $2 billion light rail back on 
track—saying it may be faster and “smarter” to split the project into two parts. 

Here he is making it up day after day. Now he is saying we might look at buses. He went on to say that a tunnel 
might be built all the way through the city. He was going to do all these things to make MAX work. Now MAX 
is officially dead. Seriously! Saying that a rail project that is not a rail project but it is still the same project is 
absolutely ridiculous. It is Yes Minister–ish. It is something Utopia would have been proud of, let us face it. An 
entire Working Dog Productions series could be based on this minister alone. His approach to this issue is 
absolutely incredible. Let us face it: the Liberals have never liked public transport. They really do not like rail. 
The minister stood today and said bus patronage did not increase that much under a Labor government. His 
predecessor tried it. The point is that buses were going to Mandurah. What happens when $1.6 billion is spent on 
80 kilometres of rail track? The buses are not used anymore, so bus patronage does not increase but total 
patronage does. Go figure! Do members remember when the previous minister stood in here and tried to table 
a graph on total patronage? We said, “Excuse us!” He said, “Oh, it’s bus patronage.” Members opposite should 
not come in here and talk about bus patronage when the Labor government built 80 kilometres of train track, 
which is debt-free and now carries thousands of people. The only complaint is about whether car parks are big 
enough because that rail line is so successful. Who fought that new fast and direct route? It was the 
Liberal Party. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I know you are trying to help the member for West Swan, but I would 
like to hear her. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Liberal Party fought the Mandurah rail line every step of the way, “We can have buses; 
we don’t need rail lines.” When that new fast and direct route had been built, what did the now Premier and, 
I think, the then Leader of the Opposition say? He said — 

The Government is proposing that the railway line from the city centre will zip down the freeway 
without picking up or dropping off one single passenger. 

He said that, but we can now look at the three successful train stations of Bull Creek, Canning Bridge and 
Murdoch. They were the stations that were not intended to carry any passengers under the Liberal Party. The 
Liberal Party has never invested in public transport; it hates rail lines and this is yet another example. 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [3.19 pm]: I too rise to speak on the matter of public interest motion 
because it signifies an absolute betrayal to the people of Mirrabooka. When I stood in this place last Thursday, 
I spoke about the speculation that this government had caused in Mirrabooka by the announcement of the 
Metro Area Express light rail and then its deferral to 2022. The government continued to create an expectation 
that the people of Mirrabooka would have a light rail system. The minister made no mention then that another 
betrayal and thought bubble was on its way: that the people of Mirrabooka would have more buses and no light 
rail. It is time to burst that bubble and lance the sore that this government has caused the people of Mirrabooka 
through its deception on the delivery of light rail. 

Be honest with the people of Mirrabooka. At least when Campbell Newman ran for election as Premier of 
Queensland, he was honest enough to say that if the electorate did not vote for him, the people would not get the 
election promises. The government cannot even be honest with people about what it can deliver. This 
government continues to deceive the people of Mirrabooka and says that something will be delivered to address 
their transport needs. What do they have now? They have congestion and buses. What does this government 
propose to deliver given its promises? It proposes to deliver more buses and more congestion. This government’s 
promise as long ago as September 2012 and again at the election in 2013 was for light rail from Mirrabooka to 
the city to be operating by 2018. The Premier was on Channel Seven news announcing to everyone in the 
Mirrabooka area that they should buy properties in the area. Now major planning documents are based upon the 
government’s broken promise. Page 6 of the “Mirrabooka Town Centre Structure Plan” states that the 
redevelopment of Mirrabooka town centre will be characterised by the introduction of rapid public transport, 
which will act as a catalyst for land-use change and built transformation. On the basis of the MAX light rail, 
rezonings from four-storey to 10-storey developments have been made, and applications have been made to the 
development assessment panel and the City of Stirling to consider three eight-storey developments to house 
about 500 residents in 300 apartments—all done on the basis of the Premier inviting people to invest on the 
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promise of a light rail system to the area. The Department of Housing is now selling land to capitalise on the 
basis of light rail. The government announces this light rail into the area and sells land to capitalise on its 
announcement but it does not deliver what it is trying to capitalise on. Development in Mirrabooka is essential 
for its growth. The delay of the MAX light rail and the broken promise is a betrayal of the people. It is the 
ultimate betrayal. 

A few days before the last election, Premier Barnett arrived outside the Mirrabooka bus station in a bus. 
He arrived there with the Liberal candidate for Mirrabooka, and I think the member for Morley, and professed 
this great dream of Mirrabooka light rail. He came in a bus, he left in a bus and, frankly, he should have been 
truthful to the people of Mirrabooka that all he could promise was more buses such as the bus that he came to 
spruik from. The light rail was not fully funded and fully costed. The government has absolutely wasted 
$28 million on MAX, and the people of Mirrabooka have seen nothing. However, the joke of it all is that when 
the government announced the light rail, it said it would start at Polytechnic West Balga campus and that it had 
a plot of land there ready for it, but Polytechnic West had built a building on the bit of land on which the 
government intended putting the transfer station. The government went in there and said, “Oops, we wanted that 
land. We’ll pay for you to shift it.” Polytechnic West said, “No thanks. We don’t want to shift our state-of-the-art 
plumbing and construction facility.” This rail has been so poorly planned. It was announced with no commitment 
to it and no commitment to the people of Mirrabooka. They have been betrayed. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [3.23 pm]: The best thing I can do is to take the 
emotion out of this debate and come back to the core essence of the matter we are discussing today. This 
government has a fantastic track record on delivering projects on time and on budget. I remember a couple of 
weeks ago reading through just how many we have delivered. 

A couple of matters have been raised in this matter of public interest motion, and one is about planning. It was 
really interesting to listen to the Leader of the Opposition last week when he came out with the brainwave about 
hubs. I sat listening to him on the radio. I have to admit that I was rather amused, because I sat there saying, 
“Far out, this sounds like “Directions 2031.”” Then someone came on the radio in response to the Leader of the 
Opposition and said, “That’s the activity centres that we’re talking about and the government’s working on.” 
It turns out that the Leader of the Opposition had no idea of the government’s activities in developing and 
transforming our city, although we appreciate that he is now fully supportive of them. 

Many activities have taken place around “Directions 2031”, including in the transport portfolio. However, one of 
the challenges is that our city has been growing faster than expected. When I became Minister for Transport, 
a lot of work had been undertaken to redo the model, as the population assumption was 2.2 million and that had 
increased to 2.7 million. Work is therefore being undertaken and I hope to announce the people movement plan 
very soon. When I came into the portfolio, part of the work was acknowledging that we should not assume that 
Perth would have a population of 2.7 million by 2031, as that is 16 years away, and that we needed to look a lot 
further when considering transport infrastructure. It has been decades since the state government has had the 
courage to look a lot further than the infrastructure that we are looking at in “Directions 2031”. One of the 
requests that I made of the Department of Transport was to look at plans not only for 2.7 million people, but also 
for 3.5 million people and beyond towards five million. When the population gets out that far, it is what I call — 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It becomes more aspirational. That is what we should be doing: planning and aspiring for 
what we want our city to look like as it reaches towards five million people. 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Part of that planning is the big difference for the community between this government and 
the opposition: we have always said that this needs to be an integrated plan. An integrated plan includes public 
transport, roads, cyclepaths—the whole box and dice. Opposition members get caught up in pushing for trains, 
but they fail to acknowledge the number of commercial vehicles—whether it be a tradesman’s vehicle or freight 
movement—and everything else that require the road infrastructure to get around and operate in our city and 
maintain the productivity and lifeblood of the city. This government has an integrated plan and we are 
delivering. We are currently delivering — 
Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr D.C. NALDER: Out in the areas near the electorates of the members for Forrestfield and Belmont is the 
largest Main Roads Western Australia project ever undertaken. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Right. I want to hear the minister. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: This government has committed to the Forrestfield–Airport Link, and we will continue to 
deliver it. I can guarantee members that we will work our backsides off to ensure that every contract is signed so 
that the opposition cannot pull it should it win the next election. We are committed to the delivery of this project. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time! 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: When I first became a member of this place, one argument from the opposition was that we 
would never be able to deliver Perth Freight Link. Guess what? We are doing Freight Link. I can go on; the list 
goes on. We are spending more on infrastructure in public transport and roads than any other government has 
ever done. We are putting to shame the opposition’s track record. Members opposite talk about the Mandurah 
line but, as I said, it stopped before it got into the city centre. Members opposite put in a Rockingham station. 
Guess what? The line does not go to Rockingham; commitments to link it in Rockingham were never delivered. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Right, I do not want any more disturbances!  

Mr D.C. NALDER: We are working on comprehensive, long-term planning for this state that will go well 
beyond this government and future governments. That includes an aviation strategy, a freight strategy, a people 
movement plan and a bicycle network plan. These are the investments that we are making in the future of this 
great city and this great state, and we are very proud of that. 

I mentioned during question time that I find it really surprising that the opposition continues to challenge us on 
whether we can deliver a like-for-like solution at half the cost, when the Labor Party’s 2008 strategy referred to 
bus rapid transport, particularly for Fitzgerald Street. Other elements of the Labor Party’s 2008 transport policy 
included bus priority lanes and bus-only overtaking lanes on Alexander Drive north of Walcott Street. I am not 
sure why — 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am struggling to understand why the opposition is concerned that we are considering this 
when it was a key plank of the Labor Party’s own policy. 

I mentioned earlier what Alannah MacTiernan said when she was Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 
Who was her parliamentary secretary during that time? Was it Hon Ken Travers? Members should listen to this 
quote from an article in The West Australian of 8 September 2008, which states — 

Planning Minister Alannah MacTiernan said the Government’s transport plan would provide the links 
recommended by Mr McMahon. She said in some places, including Perth Airport, conventional rail was 
a better solution than trams. She said bus technology was developing rapidly … which the Government 
announced on the weekend would be used on Alexander Drive, would perform as well as rail trams. 

As I said, I find it amazing that — 
Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I find it amazing that members opposite sit there and criticise us for looking at the best 
approaches we can make and the best delivery options that we can provide. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This was a key plank, and members opposite are saying that this should not occur. I would 
like to hear whether, if it wins the next election, the Labor Party’s policy will be to deliver light rail. What is the 
opposition saying exactly? Its 2008 strategy was bus; now it is saying that that is a bad decision. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I will not have these constant interjections. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: A plan was undertaken by the Department of Transport, which the opposition now claims 
was a waste of time, and it is totally incorrect. Eleven different models were analysed in that plan, and the top 
two models were a BRT solution and a light rail solution. There are two critical assumptions to which I want to 
apply a greater rigour. One is capacity; the plan under-assessed the bus potential, because we know that there are 
buses out there that can carry in excess of 200 passengers. I am not talking about a Transperth bus; all around the 
world, in North America, South America and Europe, there are now buses that look like light rail and act like 
trains. If I can deliver a like-for-like service at half the cost, it is my responsibility to do more work to see 
whether I can validate that. I have not said that I have validated it at this point; I have a preliminary analysis. 
What I am committed to — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We still have plenty of time to deliver this, and I am committed to a public transport 
solution for the people of the northern suburbs. With technology changes — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I believe that I am being a responsible minister by analysing this to see whether I can look 
at an alternative vehicle. Everything else is the same, but it is an alternative vehicle; it is basically a train with 
rubber wheels, and I do not understand why there is so much grief over the fact that we are looking at shifting 
from metal wheels to rubber wheels. All this debate is over whether it is metal wheels or rubber wheels. I need to 
validate that we can push capacity through this system. I need to validate the economic uplift that we can get 
from permanent stations that can deliver the same outcome as a light rail solution. I do not see that there is any 
need for this uproar from the opposition at this point in time. This is a rational government going through its 
processes and making sure that we deliver the best possible solutions for our community, and that is my 
commitment to this state and this chamber. We will continue to work through this process and determine what is 
best for Western Australia. 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [3.35 pm]: What an amazing display of hysterics! One would think that 
Rome was burning; I cannot believe it.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: I will talk about Joondalup in a minute. 

When one listens to members opposite, one could easily imagine that the world is ending. What are we actually 
debating here? We are debating the fact that the government wants to investigate options. Oh my God, we are 
investigating options—shame on us! Shame on us for saying that if there is even a small chance that we can 
deliver a like-for-like outcome at half the price, it is incumbent upon us — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: Do members opposite not think it is incumbent upon the government to be prudent with 
taxpayers’ money and to have a look and say, “Hang on a minute, maybe we should evaluate this; maybe we 
should have a look at this”, rather than just going blindly ahead as the opposition would do and spend 
$2.4 billion? It is amazing. Predominantly two parties are making the most noise over this: the first is the 
Labor Party, and it is hopelessly conflicted over this issue. We know that the Labor Party does not believe in 
light rail. We have already heard from the Minister for Transport that Labor’s own policy statement was that it 
did not want light rail; it wanted a bus rapid transit. Alannah MacTiernan said that herself, although she has now 
changed her mind, because the Labor Party has to be contrarian now. Now it believes in light rail. 
The Labor Party has no idea whether it is Arthur or Martha or whether it is coming or going. This is a desperate 
attempt by a desperate, wannabe Premier. He wants us to refer to him as “Mr Resilience” but he is 
“Mr Desperate”. He just wants any media headline, “What can I do to get into the media? It doesn’t matter if that 
makes us hypocrites.” That’s all right; the Labor Party can be hypocrites and get its media headlines. 

A government member: Hubs! 

Mr J. NORBERGER: Hubs! That is a four-letter, one-syllable word.  

Enough about the Labor Party; it is not worthy of my time. Whenever the media needs a go-to person for 
a comment on public transport, it seems they have only one number in their speed dial, and that is 
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Professor Peter Newman. Let me say from the outset that I have had a look at Professor Newman’s profile and 
he is an extremely learned man. He has more degrees, and more papers and books published in his name, than 
anyone else I could mention. I am also studying at Curtin University, so I have to be very careful or I might not 
pass any of my units from here on in! But I think it is fair to say that Professor Peter Newman loves his rail. 
There is nothing wrong with that, but he loves rail. A look at his profile shows that he has written books and 
papers and has delivered seminars advocating rail. I have no issue with that; I do not have an issue with it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: We know that Professor Newman worked for the Labor government when it was in 
power and I do not have an issue with that. We know that Professor Newman helped work on Metronet with the 
Labor Party and I do not have an issue with that. We know that Professor Newman hates cars. If one has a look 
at his profile, one can see that he has written papers about how evil cars are. I do not have an issue with any of 
that, but there is actually a word for that. Thanks to Curtin, where I studied organisational behaviour, I have 
learnt about something called confirmation bias. That is a situation in which someone is so set in their beliefs 
that they filter out any information or statistics that run contrary to their beliefs and actively look for information 
that will support their viewpoint. This is apparently the only person who is ever consulted for an opinion and the 
examples he gave even today in the media about why this will not work were in reference to buses versus heavy 
rail—the Joondalup and Fremantle lines. I have no issue that; I am glad there is a Joondalup line, but what we 
are talking about here is light rail. Professor Newman has come out with some outrageous, biased statements, 
such as rail makes cities work while buses do not. Apparently the only reason that Perth is no longer Dullsville is 
because of rail. I thought, “Gee, hang on a minute; that’s a bit unfair. What about Elizabeth Quay, 
Perth City Link, the new stadium, the night markets and all the work being done by the City of Perth?” 
Minister for Culture and the Arts, apparently The Giants had nothing to do with that; it was only because of the 
rail! He basically said that the moment we go with buses, our economy will become one of frivolous 
consumption and we will all basically become Neanderthals. For crying out loud! And it gets published. Having 
said that, he went on to basically admit that a like-for-like solution could be possible. This is the opposition’s go-
to guy and the media’s go-to guy who wrote in today’s paper that it could be possible, but not at half the price. 
So now he is also a treasurer, an economist and an accountant. It is unbelievable! 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, if you want to speak, put your name down. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: If someone is trying to lift their profile by jumping at every chance they get to get their 
viewpoint across, they should not be surprised when we put their viewpoint under scrutiny. 

There was also mention that only light rail will give beautiful streetscapes. Really—with all the wires and 
everything hanging across it? Apparently, with a bus rapid transit system, we cannot have trees and verges. 
Come on! 

I know we will hear from other members whose electorates will be affected by this issue. Let us just remember 
what we are talking about. If there is even a remote chance—a 10 or 20 per cent chance—that we can deliver 
a like-for-like experience in the same time, with the same capacity, with the same outcome and for less cost, 
members opposite would have us ignore it. They would say, “Don’t look at that. Don’t save $1 billion. We want 
the steel wheels.” It is absolutely prudent that we look at all options, and that is what this side of the house is 
doing. These guys are hopelessly lost in their desperation for any headline. It is absolutely unbelievable. 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.41 pm]: I want to add a couple of words to the 
debate on light rail and the use of buses or bus rapid transit systems, however we want to define it, in the 
metropolitan area or the regions. It is very clear that the opposition does not have a plan for rail, whether it be 
light rail or for buses. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr P.T. MILES: This Liberal–National government has done more for public transport since it has been in 
office than the Labor Party did. The member for West Swan made it very clear that when it was in office, it did 
one 80-kilometre railway worth $1.6 billion. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I want to hear what the member for Wanneroo has to say. 

Mr P.T. MILES: It is hard to hear myself. 
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Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you now to order for the first time. 

Mr P.T. MILES: All the Labor Party built was the rail line to Mandurah. That is its only claim to fame. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr P.T. MILES: It could not even build the rail line to Rockingham, as was stated; it built it to Hillman instead. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the second time. Put your name down. You have 
got about five minutes left; you can speak. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I am just wondering whether the member is entitled to say things that are not true during 
his speech. 

The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.T. MILES: I know that other members on this side of the house want to speak on this debate. 
The Liberal–National government has done a lot to help public transport and to drive better needs. This 
government has allocated over $100 million to cycling infrastructure since coming to government, including 
$56 million on 18 principal shared paths; $24 million on shared path projects for 12 road cycle lanes; 
$5.7 million on 195 Perth cycle network grants to local governments; $3.64 million on principal shared paths and 
trip facilities at the railway stations along those paths; and $5.3 million on network improvements, including 
PSP lighting, existing shared paths remediation, fencing and safety improvements so that cyclists can get all the 
way from Butler to the city on a bicycle path that does not intersect with any roads along the way. This 
government has been able to achieve some great infrastructure needs for cycleways, as well as for buses. 

In my electorate, there were hardly any buses. Yes, the previous government built a train line to Mandurah, but 
the electorate of Wanneroo had no buses to use. It was only when we came to office in 2009–10 that we put on 
proper bus services in my electorate so that people could get to their workplaces on the other side of the city and 
beyond and to better shopping facilities and also to the Joondalup rail line. This government also invested in 
more parking bays at train stations so that people could use train services. In the member for Joondalup’s 
electorate the proposed bus parking facility at Edgewater station is coming online very well. That is the sort of 
stuff that the Labor Party forgot to do when it was in government. The member for Warnbro does not have a 
train station in his electorate because the Labor Party bypassed it. It did not consider that his electorate was 
worthy of a train station. This government has not only done that, but also provided free public transport during 
off-peak times for people who hold a Seniors Card, a carers card or a pension card. Through other means, the 
government has provided the $500 fuel subsidy to seniors and the like in regional areas who cannot use public 
transport. This government introduced more than 100 first-of-a-kind taxis in the metropolitan area. These are the 
innovative ways that this government is moving people throughout the metropolitan area and the regions. 
It happened only under a Liberal–National government. It would never happen under a Labor government. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.46 pm]: I wish to make a few comments about this issue. 
The terminology used in this motion is not parliamentary. I make the point about the boy crying wolf repeatedly. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, I have seen the matter of public interest for today and it bears your 
signature, yet the Premier is claiming that it is unparliamentary. He is canvassing your ruling. You have ruled 
that it is not unparliamentary and the Premier says that it is unparliamentary. He is canvassing your ruling. 

The SPEAKER: The thing is being debated, so it is in order. Carry on, Premier. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It certainly is in order, but it is not parliamentary language. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I want to make some brief comments about the light rail or the bus option, but, firstly, 
I want to make some comments about what changed. This motion accuses the government, and therefore myself 
and the former Minister for Transport, of lying. That is not the case. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: During the election campaign, the Liberal Party made two major commitments on public 
transport. The first was to build a rail line to the airport and beyond that to Forrestfield. That project is important 
for a city of international standing. We need to service those eastern suburbs and we need to have a direct 
connection to the airport terminal, not, as Labor proposed, one that leaves passengers and their bags a kilometre 
away. That was totally impractical. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Forrestfield–Airport Link project will have a station in Belmont to service the inner 
city area. Site works and construction activity will begin to mobilise in 2016. That is happening. We equally 
made a commitment to do the light rail, and it was clearly for light rail from Mirrabooka into the city. There was 
always an option as to whether we would — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to address the issue, which members opposite, in their shrill way, cannot cope 
with. We made a clear commitment on the light rail. We did not lie; we made a commitment. But after the 
election several things changed that led us to decide to defer the project for three years. The factors of the 
decision to defer for three years include a further reduction in the state’s GST share. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, we have had a reasonable debate until this point in time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The further reduction in the GST share, whereby every year $3.7 billion is taken off 
Western Australia and distributed to other states, was the major factor. Subsequently, there was a dramatic fall in 
the price of commodities, particularly iron ore. There was also the fact that the Abbott government, after its 
election, made it clear that it would not fund urban rail projects. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Abbott government made it clear that it would not contribute to urban rail projects; it 
would contribute to road projects. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are three reasons. Then there is a fourth reason: at the last Council of 
Australian Governments meeting in the informal discussions between Premiers, Prime Ministers and 
chief ministers one of the discussion points that came up was a warning from other states to beware of light 
rail—be careful on light rail. Indeed, the states that had light rail were issuing that warning, due to the high costs 
of construction, high costs of operation and sometimes very poor patronage results. That was the warning around 
the table from states, both Liberal and Labor, and what started me thinking. They are the four factors. 

Mr M. McGowan: What would make you think that? What made you start to think? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is pointless. This is puerile behaviour from the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is the background. Although the light rail project has been delayed for three years, 
that is still our position—light rail. We have not changed that position at all. However, to his credit, the 
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Minister for Transport came to see me a couple of weeks ago and said that we should have another look at it 
because there are changes in technology and the cost factors had increased. Not only have costs escalated, but 
also the Australian dollar has fallen 30 per cent. A lot of these components are going to be imported. That will 
have a big impact on the cost of a largely overseas-built project, with railcars and the rest of it. After delaying 
light rail for three years, any sensible government would say, “Let’s have another look; let’s look at the latest 
technologies in light rail and at the emerging systems for bus rapid transport being used effectively throughout 
the world.” Surely that is what a responsible government would do, particularly if it is going to save 40 to 
50 per cent. Depending on the system that might be installed ultimately, we could design a bus rapid transport 
system with stations and other associated infrastructure that could be converted at the right time into a light rail. 
So they are the three options; light rail as originally committed to, a bus rapid transport system or a bus rapid 
transport system designed to convert to light rail when the capacity or the demand requires that increase in 
capacity. That is entirely sensible and a responsible government should look at that. 

Need I remind opposition members of what they continually boast about—the Mandurah rail line. The 
Court government designed and indeed initiated some construction for that project. When the Labor Party came 
into office in 2001, it reconsidered the project and changed it—and it probably got it right. Why should this 
government not reconsider this project? 

Mr R.H. Cook: It’s your promise, your project! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Kwinana talks about promises. I put one question to opposition members, 
which they will not be able to answer: at the next election we will not be promising a rail line to Ellenbrook, but 
will the opposition? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will not be doing that, but will the opposition? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! Member for West Swan! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The ludicrous behaviour opposite proves my point. The Leader of the Opposition could 
stand now, with the Bible in his hand if he wished, and commit to Ellenbrook, but he will not, because he cannot. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We are not! We are not committing to Ellenbrook. We did not at the last election and we 
will not at the next election. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As members opposite have made the point that this government is doing rail projects or 
maybe a bus project—that is yet to be finally decided. We are building the projects at the airport, the 
Gateway WA project, Roe 8 and the Perth Freight Link. The opposition would not do that. It will not go near 
Roe 8. The Swan Valley bypass will be underway. We have extended the rail system, we have done the heavy 
rail to Butler, we have widened the freeway, we will extend the freeway—all those projects are being done. All 
the Leader of the Opposition has to do is commit to Ellenbrook, but he does not have it in him to do that. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.37 pm]: I rise to speak and support the motion to condemn the 
Barnett government for lying to the people of Western Australia. I am somewhat stunned by the performance of 
the Premier, who has demanded that the opposition commit to something when he did not talk about his 
commitment. I have one question for the Minister for Transport: is he pining for the fjords, because he is rapidly 
becoming the “Norwegian Blue” of the cabinet? The budgerigar sitting there, not resting, not stunned; I see him 
there and I see him going into cabinet, but I think he is nailed to the perch. I do not know what he talks about 
anymore. I do not understand it. Thankfully the Premier got up and made a few comments. He said that there are 
four reasons the government has walked away from the Metro Area Express. The first point was that the 
government never committed to MAX and that it had an option for it to go to Victoria Park. Let me read this! 
We had the “Norwegian Blue” — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, I call you to order for the first time. 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: We have the beautiful plumage of the “Norwegian Blue”, who said, “Well, you know, 
Alannah said so in 2008.” Then there was his argument that since 2011 the population has grown so much we 
have to go to a system that carries fewer people. I think that is your argument, “Norwegian”, but you may be 
able to respond because I am not quite sure. 

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: To refer to a member as “Norwegian Blue” is unparliamentary. It is not particularly 
offensive, but it is unparliamentary. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, when you refer to a member, do so by the designation of their seat. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I know the minister will shortly be leading the lamest wolf pack into Las Vegas. I am sure 
“Norwegian Blue” will do a better job than that. 

The Premier said, “We didn’t promise Victoria Park.” I have a Liberal Party media statement from the election 
that states that light rail will be provided 22 kilometres through to Victoria Park. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Yep. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Yep, yep, yep! It states that light rail has been assessed as the most suitable option in these 
areas as it can move many more people in one lane than any number of buses and cars, and during peak times, 
MAX will be much better than the bus. I do not know who the Liberal Party is anymore! If it is not the Premier, 
who is it? I know it is not those guys over there. This is the Liberal Party’s commitment. The Premier asked the 
Labor Party what its commitment is. This is the Liberal Party’s commitment. That is what it has said. Then the 
Premier got up and said that a reduction in the GST is its reason. The GST that the government is getting is 
exactly what it expected in 2013. There is no difference from what the budget stated whatsoever. The second 
reason the Premier gave was commodity prices. MAX was deferred in 2013, Premier. In 2013 commodities were 
holding up. Does he not remember that the government doctored the way it was measured so that it thought it 
had more than it actually had? The Premier’s third reason—the best one—is that the Feds will not give us the 
money. The fourth reason, like some sort of witchdoctor, was: we went to COAG and people said that it is bad—
beware! 

I do not know what is going on any more. You, my friend, are all over the place! The Premier is all over the 
place. He says anything to any group of people at any particular time. I saw on the weekend that the Premier 
went to a Committee for Perth function with the mayors of Melbourne and Perth at which he said, “We’re still 
committed to light rail.” That is because they love light rail! In that situation, the Premier loves light rail and he 
cannot get enough of it. The Premier gets in here and he and all members opposite are going on about how bad 
light rail is. Member for Joondalup, if electricity lines are bad, why did the Liberal–National government commit 
to them in 2013? Let me tell members opposite that when they talk about hubs, the government’s own Economic 
Regulation Authority has analysed the question of light rail versus buses for the airport line and comprehensively 
found in favour of light rail. You guys are all over the shop! The government does not have a public transport 
plan; it has a public transport reaction! Ultimately, the government cannot be believed on anything it says about 
public transport. “Norwegian Blue” over there is hopeless; he has been hammered into the perch and does not 
know what is going on. And, no matter where the Premier goes, he says something different to whatever group 
he is speaking to. That is what the Premier does—he has form on that. The Premier does not have consistency. It 
is a case of, “These people seem nice. I’ll tell them what they want to hear.” Until the day I leave this 
Parliament, I will remember the Premier’s advice to the people of Mirrabooka, “Buy here now!” 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Division 
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Ayes (19) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr M.P. Murray Mr C.J. Tallentire  

Noes (34) 

Mr P. Abetz Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr J. Norberger 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr I.M. Britza Dr K.D. Hames Ms L. Mettam Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr C.D. Hatton Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A.P. Jacob Mr N.W. Morton  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr R.F. Johnson Dr M.D. Nahan  

            
Pairs 

 Dr A.D. Buti Ms W.M. Duncan 
 Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.J. Cowper 
Question thus negatived. 
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